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{Read November 4th, 1861.) No epidemic of any magnitude, happily, has to be recorded as having occurred either in this country or on the continent during the last twelve months. Cholera, which was prevailing in St. Petersburgh and other ports in the Gulf of Finland, when I last had the honour of addressing the Society on this subject, ceased with the return of spring. The same disorder disappeared about the same time at Ceuta, and other stations in the empire of Morocco.
Typhus fever raged to a considerable extent in the beleaguered fortress of Gaeta, and afterwards among the troops at Naples. This disorder was also introduced into Liverpool, in February last, by the crew of an Egyptian frigate. Typhus has also prevailed, to some extent, in several of the rural districts of England, but in a mild form.
In the north-west provinces of our Indian empire, cholera has swept over some districts with destructive force. The disease seemed to be new to the people ; and, as their remedies for ordinary fever had now no effect, the greatest panic prevailed. Whole families were sometimes cut off, and villages nearly depopulated. In the early part of the year, the cattle disease pleuro-pneumonia prevailed among the cattle in the colony of Victoria, Australia; and measures had been taken against its introduction into the adjacent colony of New South Wales.
